
Following the devastating fire that destroyed much of the famous and historically 
important Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, fundraising efforts have begun. Many 
generous people may decide to donate money toward rebuilding efforts, and scammers 
know that. They are ready to take donations, too, so here are some things to consider 
before you give to an organization or a crowdfunding project:

•	 Research the organization first. Search online for the name of the organization plus 
the word “complaint” or “scam.” Read what others say the about the organization. 
These organizations can also help your research.

•	 It’s important to ask questions. If you get a call from someone asking for money to 
help rebuild the Cathedral, ask them how exactly your money will be used. Do some 
research before donating to any organization you are not familiar with.

•	 Crowdfunding sites may not monitor how donations are spent. Research any 
charity before you give. Online fundraisers should tell you who gets your donation 
and how your money gets to the charity. They should also tell you if they keep any 
part of your donation as a fee. These details should be clear and easy to find without 
hunting through fine print. If the details are not clear, consider taking your donation 
money elsewhere.

•	 Donations to foreign organizations generally are not tax deductible. If tax 
deductions are important to you, make sure the group is established in the U.S. 
Check the IRS’s Tax Exempt Organization Search to see if your donation would be tax 
deductible. Remember that donations to individuals, like in crowdfunding sites, are 
not tax deductible.

Source: Federal Trade Commission, Scammers and your Notre Dame Donations

For more information or to file a complaint, contact Pinellas County 
Consumer Protection at (727) 464-6200 or visit 
www.pinellascounty.org/consumer. 
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Write:  
Public Integrity Unit
Division of Inspector General
Fraud Hotline
510 Bay Avenue 
Clearwater, FL 33756

Call:  
(727) 45FRAUD 
(727) 453-7283
Fax:  
(727) 464-8386
E-mail:  
fraudhotline@mypinellasclerk.org
Internet: 	
      www.mypinellasclerk.org
      www.twitter.com/pinellasig
      www.facebook.com/igpinellas

Ken Burke
Clerk of the Circuit Court

And Comptroller

Get In Touch:

SIGN UP TODAY and receive free 
alerts when a document with 

your name is recorded in Official 
Records.  Protect yourself from 

fraud. CLICK HERE.
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https://twitter.com/pinellasig
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